
Traveling from Toksook to Tununak           
by Sydney Lincoln 
Yupik translation by Sydney Lincoln

During my summer break July 11,2020  I was in 
Toksook bay, AK. we travelled to Tununak by 4-wheeler, 
Lucy (my mother),  and her coworkers. 

We went up to the rock people on the hill and 
started heading towards Tununak in the foggy weather. 
There was tundra all around and the rock people were 
very beautiful. It was a bumpy ride there, very muddy. 
We had to catch up to the people who were riding us 
down to Tununak. We got into Tununak and we started 
going to the stores, we drove around for a bit. We stopped 
by the beach to see a very beautiful view of the waving 
sea. We all went back to Toksook.

Kiagami Nunakauyarmun, AK utertellruunga, July 
11, 2020-mii, Tununermun ayallruukut ikamrakun. 
Malikellruaqa aanaqa, calillruuti-llu.

 Tununermi, AK kipuusvit paqtarcugluki.  
Nailruugmi aatrallemtni Tununermun taicillruuq.
Nalruugmi yugaut paqetellruakut, nunanillruuq. 
Qatngianaqluni ikamrakun ayalleq nunapiim qaingakun. 
Ayungnaqluki-llu ayaucesteput Tununermi, AK. 
Tununermun ayallruukut kipuusvit paqtarcugluki, tuallu 
Cenami arulairluta nunanirqellruuq qailiurturallra 
imarpiim. Utertellruukut Nunakauyarmi, AK.     
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Spring NYO season and events    
by Amanda Isaac and Faith Snow

NYO coach Tommy Bayayok and coach Jennifer 
Bacus have an upcoming NYO spring season! During this 
season, NYO athletes will be working on conditioning 
and focusing on the events they’re going to be practicing. 

Rhea Kanuk, a JH athlete said, “I feel very excited 
and nervous because I haven’t participated in NYO in a 
long time. It was very fun. I was really happy to see 
different people from Juneau. In the competition, I 
competed in 7 events. Yes, the fall club made me want to 
join again. Fall was fun and I really enjoyed competing 
against the Juneau team.” 

Last time NYO practiced was in the fall during the 
NYO club. This season is starting March 7, 2022, 
according to the scheduled calendar. Some of the events 
are One Foot High Kick, Two Foot High Kick, Alaskan 
High Kick and many others.

Ambrea Jackson said, “Fall season went ok, but I 
was sad that I couldn’t compete. I practiced 6 to 7 events 
during the fall. The NYO fall club made me want to come 
back. I feel confident that I’ll actually do a great job in the 
events I’m going to practice in.” 

Mr. Bayayok said, “The Two Foot High Kick 
shows that the hunt was unsuccessful. Everytime a hunter 
went hunting, they would show one of the signals to the 
village.”  George Lee said, “I’m not nervous for spring to 
come. I competed in 2 events, I wanted to join this 
coming season because even though fall was just a club, it 
made me want to try again in the events I competed in.”

The story behind One Foot High Kick is that it 
was a successful hunt. Most of Alaska is flat, hunters 
would send the One Foot High Kick signal to show how 
the hunt went. Amanda Isaac said, ‘I’m excited, not really 
nervous because I’m comfortable around the people who 
join. The last NYO season went alrighty, I met 5 friends 
and they’re all from Juneau. 
 

Toksook Bay  during the summer of 2020.  Photo by Sydney 
Lincoln.

I got 5th place for high school girls 
seal hop. I competed in 4 events. This fall season most 
definitely made me want to join this spring season.  It is 
one of my favorite sports on this planet.”

BRHS athlete 
Ambrea Jackson 
practices with her 
teammates last fall. 
Photo by Warrior 
Weekly Staff.



Principal’s Corner
by Mrs. Miner

Hello Warriors!

I hope you had a great week and 
gotten your work done! With Valentine’s 
Day around the corner, I want you each to 
know that I am glad you are a student here 
at BRHS. Please know that when you are 
in this building there are many adults that 
care and want you here. Please reach out if 
you’d like an adult to talk to. With spring 
break around the corner, please make sure 
you are keeping up with your school work. 
Shoutout to our students who are going to 
ANSEP, Speech, and traveling for 
Basketball in the next few weeks.. I also 
have been enjoying seeing our Yuraq group 
in the lobby and other students 
participating in credit recovery, upward 
bound, and art/fiber arts club. Keep up the 
good work and GO WARRIORS!

BRHS vandalism has come to an end!               
by Brandy Jones

The bathroom vandalism has gone down. It started 
off with devious licks on tiktok earlier this fall, and it 
became so bad that the administration had to close up the 
bathrooms for about two weeks. The students at BRHS had 
to be supervised to visit the bathroom at certain times 
during each class. Cameras were installed outside the 
bathrooms.

Mr. Lavalle said, “The vandalism is not as bad as it 
used to be. The reason it was important for the vandalism to 
end was because some students were destroying the school 
we had pride in, we don’t want to destroy things that we 
have pride in.” 

Mrs. Miner said, “The vandalism stopped. We 
needed it to be stopped because it was costing the school so 
much money and causing students to get into trouble, it’s 
not how we act at BRHS.” 

Sheldon Smith said, “I am happy that we don’t have 
to use the bathroom as a class anymore.”

Zach Guest had said, “It is a good thing that people 
stopped vandalizing the bathrooms, if people want to draw 
something they can go into the art room”

Caitlin Laraux said, “I think that it’s good that the 
vandalism stopped and that the bathrooms aren’t being 
monitored anymore.”

Corbin Evans said, “I am happy that the vandalism 
has ended.”

Jasey Pace had said, “I’m happy that nobody is 
vandalizing the bathrooms anymore.”

Melissa Engebreth said, “I’m glad it stopped, but I 
don’t get why we still have to use the bathroom passes.”

Malinda Simon said, “We can finally use the 
restrooms, but I don’t like writing s pass beforehand.”

Sydney Lincoln said, “I feel glad that the vandalism 
stopped because you can just tell the teacher when you need 
to leave instead of the teacher telling you what time to go.”

Let’s keep the bathrooms clean–Great job Warriors!



Basic Foods Cooking and Learning         
by Makayla Pavilla-Nicholai

In Basic Foods, students cook and learn some 
cooking skills. They just cook so many different kinds of 
food. In Basic foods, you also learn cooking facts. There 
are new students who are in that class and who enjoy 
learning as well as cooking. I interviewed some students, 
and here’s what they said.

Larissa Berlin said, “In this class you learn 
cooking methods and you work with the oven.”  
Larissa’s favorite recipe they’ve made so far is blueberry 
muffins. They cook every Thursday, so this Thursday 
they will be cooking chocolate chip cookies. Larissa’s 
favorite thing about this class is she gets to cook with 
friends and learn some new cooking skills every day.

Zach Chase said “I like this class because I get to 
make different types of foods that I’ve never made 
before.” Zach’s favorite food he’s made in that class is 
also blueberry muffins. Zach also said he didn’t know he 
was going to be in this class, but he said Basic Foods is 
fun.

Trisha Egoak’s favorite recipe is chocolate chip 
cookies. “The only thing I like doing in here is cooking.” 
Trisha said. “My favorite thing in this class is the day 
before cooking, we work on our cooking packets and 
learn recipes step by step.

Hilary Oscar enjoys this class because she gets to 
eat and be with her friends. She also likes this class 
because they get to cook good foods and desserts. She 
said “I like Basic Foods class because it’s actually really 
easy and there are not many people in this class.  It’s a 
quiet class as well. We cook every Thursday, last week 
we cooked pancakes and it wasn’t that hard.” 

Left: Zach Chase holds 
freshly baked chocolate 
chip cookies.  Right: 
Hilary Oscar and Larissa 
Berlin mix their batter. 
Photos by Warrior 
Weekly Staff.

P.E. activities in the BRHS gym   
By Dylan Demientieff 

Physical Education is a class that teaches you 
exercise in both physical and mental education, and it 
prepares you for later in life experiences such as helping 
someone out with groceries or doing heavy lifting. 

For the past month in gym we did the following 
activities: lap game, capture the throwton, ultimate 
frisbee, and badminton. These are very common sports, 
but they are also very easy to learn. 

So far in badminton, the boys and girls had their 
own brackets and on Wednesday we started the duo 
brackets. Afterwards we did continue the duos until 
Thursday.

Recently, in Mr. Lieb’s gym class, we played 
Ultimate Frisbee along with the class being split into two 
teams to  play-off in frisbee. When the semester began, 
we started with a game called lap game, it’s like baseball. 
And then between lap game and frisbee, we played 
capture the throwton. 



 What in the world is happening in band?           
by Tabitha Prince

In the BRHS band room  as of late, the high 
schoolers have been practicing for regions in 
Dillingham. Although it isn’t for another month and 
a half, it’s still good to be prepared. 

The students practice starting with warmups 
to loosen up your pitch so that you sound 
spectacular. Then they move on to the actual music. 
One of the songs you can hear them play is “Bottom 
Bass Boogie,” another one is the “Avengers” theme 
song, which the high schoolers play.

The high school band members are thrilled to 
go to Dillingham for regions. They are currently 
raising money by selling valentine treats and gifts to 
the schools. So keep on buying them!

The high school band isn’t as big as it used to 
be, but it’s still high and mighty. The band teacher 
Mr. Carlson had this to say about it. “It’s sort of 
disappointing that there aren’t more students in high 
school band, but the ones that are participating are 
doing really well. There are about 30 JH students 
who are in band who is capable of making a really 
good full high school band”

Natalie Jones, a 9th grader, said “The music is 
very easy to learn. The song “Avengers” is really fun 
to play. But the stuff we play is mostly band book 
work.” 

Carlson and the students are really glad to 
have band in person after trying to do it virtually 
since quarantine. This year has been going great for 
them which they are very happy for.

Keep rocking on band players, and enjoy the 
rest of the years yet to come!

Band director Mr. Carlson practices with his band students last 
semester.  Photo courtesy of Mr. Carlson.

Welding: An uncommon Great Skill               
by Peter Crow 

Students in BRHS are getting involved in 

welding. Welding is a fabrication process where two or 

more metals are fused together by heat and pressure.

There are a few different types of welding. There 

is stick welding, MIG/TIG welding, and we even do 

oxy-acetylene welding. In stick welding, you have the 

electrode camp, and the welding rod. The electrode 

clamp holds the rod and sends electricity through the rod. 

When the rod is stuck across the metal, it melts both the 

rod, and the piece of metal, forming a weld pool.

MIG/TIG welding. A MIG welder uses a wire 

feed process, where the wire constantly runs through the 

gun keeping and creating a spark. A TIG welder uses an 

electric torch with a tungsten electrode to aim the current 

towards the welding arc.  

 

A welding student in Mr. Greason’s class welds pipes 
together.  Photo courtesy of Ryan Wheeler.



Cold Weather In Bethel                
by Joseph Smith

Why is it getting so cold in Bethel lately? The 
weather surrounding the Bethel area has been unusually 
freezing. considering we are in February and has been 
affecting people’s vehicles.

The cold weather has been caused by the increase 
in high winds and here in Bethel we don’t have the 
protection from the wind as there aren’t as many trees to 
block the wind. 

“The wind is stronger here than most places, 
because there is not a lot of trees to protect us from the 
wind,” saids Tyler Laraux. Another cause for this chilly 
weather is we live in a place where the sun isn’t out for 
many hours in the day “ the tilt of the axis of the Earth is 
away from the sun. Or basically we live in Alaska ” said 
BRHS School Counselor Erin Bernard. 

This weather has been affecting the residents of 
Bethel as well as their vehicles.  “The cold weather 
affects my vehicle in ways like my truck uses gas a lot 
faster in the cold. I oftentimes have to use four wheel 
drive, and my tire pressure it always is a little bit lower in 
the winter,” said Peter Crow. In another way it affects 
residents is they can’t be outside for a long period of 
time, " There are  fewer people hanging out outside and 
more people are warming up in stores and other 
buildings,” said Mathew Fredericks. It’s cold out there 
Warriors, bundle up!

The BRHS back parking lot was piled with snow during a storm last 
week.  Photo by Warrior Weekly Staff.

Snowgo riding!      
by Caitlin Laraux

Snowmobile  riding in Bethel is a fun activity a 

lot of  students in BRHS like to go out riding, most 

students go out riding after school. 

     The best time to go snowmobile riding is when 

it’s about zero degrees and it is snowing with no wind, 

so the trails are smooth. Tyler Laraux said, “I enjoy 

going out snogo riding because I like the fresh air and 

noise my snogo makes, I like to go right after school 

before it gets dark out. It depends on where I go for 

what equipment I bring with me. If I’m going on a long 

ride or somewhere far I will bring tools and and extra 

belts, but if I am riding around town I won’t bring 

anything. I  like to go riding around Bethel and upriver.”  

 Go outside and have fun! Enjoy the winter snow 

while you can, and stay warm.

  

Tyler Laraux warms up his snow machine after a long day at 
school.. Photo by Warrior Weekly Staff.



Driving on the Kuskokwim Ice River               
By Michelle Chris 

The Kuskokwim ice River has been a very useful 
travelling route for the Bethel residents as well as those 
living in remote Alaskan villages. It has been used for 
various purposes such as getting firewood, visiting 
family, ice fishing, hunting, sport trips, grocery shopping, 
or simply taking a pleasant ride in rural alaska.

According Tad Lindley, the river froze roughly 
around October and some had even started driving on in 
it early November, including himself. With us now deep 
in winter, many have taken expeditions across our 
prominent ice river. 

Leah Pete, a twelfth grader, said she drove on the 
river with a friend for an ice fishing trip up toward 
Johnson, which is fairly close to the village of Napakiak. 
“I had a lot of fun, but it was really cold. From time to 
time, you could hear the crack of the ice echoing 
throughout the place, which scared me a little.” However, 
the Bethel Search and Rescue teams have assuredly kept 
the trail safe by marking the areas where it is dangerous 
to drive on. 

A great deal of events have taken place on the 
Kuskokwim River annually. To name a couple, a few 
weeks back, the K300 was initiated on the river with Pete 
Kaiser for the winning. Another is the Kuskokwim Ice 
Classic that hosts the Minute Madness, which is where 
others have the opportunity of winning an amount of 
money through raffle tickets. 

Mr. Carlson, the school band teacher, said he 
traveled up to Kwethluk back on January 13th to visit 
some family. “It was a nice ride, but we did hit a few 
bumps. On our way back, I accidentally hit a moose. 
Thankfully, the moose and everyone in the truck was ok. 
My truck on the other hand, wasn’t very fortunate.”

Driving on the Kuskokwim River is a great way 
to spend some quality time with loved ones and friends. 
Be sure to take a cruise on the river this weekend! 

K300 Finish Line        
by Ian Jenkins

K300 is a yearly tradition of being pulled on a 
sled by majestic dogs and reaching checkpoints of other 
villages and named locations nearby. When they reach 
any checkpoint they get a choice to rest or continue the 
race. The mushers take a 4 hour mandatory break and 
compete against others. All this can be exhausting, so 
let’s hope the participants (including the dogs) got a good 
rest getting a chance to be a part of history. 

The winner of the K300 was Pete Kaiser, and it’s 
his 6th time winning in a row. The second place holder is 
Matthew Failor, and coming up behind him is Richie 
Diehl. Finally the person that came in last was John 
Snyder also known as the Red Lantern. 

K300’s winnings this year?
1st        $25,000
2nd       $17,000
3rd        $13,000
4th        $9,000

And from 4th-12th place the prize money 
subtracts by $500, when the placement hits 13-25th the 
money subtracts by $250 leaving last place winner only 
$1,750.  

A KYUK worker said, “when Peter Kaiser passed 
the finish line, minutes later the crowd sang Happy 
Birthday to a woman named Bethany. But apparently 
they were pointing at Peter’s wife. After the song Peter 
and his wife both shared a moment and sealed it with a 
kiss”
The Contestants were…

Pete Kaiser, Matthew Failor, Richie Diehl, Travis 
Beals, Joar Leifseth-Ulsom, Jason Pavila, Nate Dehaan, 
Cim Smyth, Aaron Burmeister, Gabe Dunham, Sam 
Brewer, Fr Alexander Larson, Isaac underwood, Lev 
Shvarts, John snyder, trailbreaker LC, Eddie Burke JR.
These are all who participated in the race  

All the checkpoints that the racers had to go to 
were Tulaksak, Bogus creek, Upper Kalskag, Aniak, then 
they go back around through the same checkpoints 
mushing all the way to the finish line!

Bethel residents on the Kuskokwim River. 
Photo by Michelle Chris.



BRHS Varsity girls basketball dominates 
Seward Classics Tournament           
by Warrior Weekly Staff

The Warrior girls basketball team had a 
successful tournament in Seward last weekend, February 
4-5, winning all three games against their opponents.

On Thursday, Bethel went up against Valdez and 
won 39-30.  On Friday, our Warriors defeated Ninilchik 
46-22.  The toughest game, according to varsity player 
Kendal Herron, was Saturday’s against Seward.  
Although Bethel won, 53-39, Seward pressed them with 
full court defense.  

Herron, who would go on to win the free throw 
contest, said, “I think we were successful because of our 
sportsmanship and being able to work so well together.” 
Varsity player and captain Ava Lieb said, “One of my 
favorite moments was winning my very first first place 
award for all the years of basketball I have played.”

The BRHS team has had a great season so far, 
with a record of 10-4. Lieb said, “The teamwork and 
dedication each player shows on and off the court is a 
huge factor. Another factor is our coaches. Coach Lieb 
and Coach Fredericks have put hard work into this team 
so far and will continue to lead us to strive to continue to 
work to the best of our abilities.”

Great job Warriors! Good luck this weekend!

Varsity basketball boys compete in the ‘22 
Seward Classics tournament          
by Kendal Herron

This last weekend the Bethel Warrior boys 
basketball team traveled to Seward and competed in the 
‘22 Seahawk Classic Tournament along with Valdez, 
Ninilchik, and the home team, the Seward Seahawks.

The Warrior’s first game was on Thursday against 
the Valdez Buccaneers. Valdez is a tough team, ranked 
3rd in the 3A division. The Warriors, although lost, 
played tough and aggressive throughout the game. 
Sophomore Paul Dyment said, “ Our weekend in Seward 
was tough but also fun.”

On Friday, they played Ninilchik. Ninilchik took 
the win. The Warriors played very tough with it being a 
very tough and competitive team. Junior Mathew 
Fredericks said, “One highlight I had was getting a steal 
that led into a quick 2 points on our behalf.”

Saturday was their final game in this tournament 
against the home team, the Seward Seahawks. Although 
Seward won, the Warriors still played with a lot of 
intensity.

This weekend, the Warriors will be competing in 
the Valdez Elks Tournament. Coach Jung said, “I am 
looking forward for a chance to improve.” Captain Peter 
Crow also said, “I am looking forward to having a better 
weekend, and hopefully improving as a team.” Good 
luck Warriors!

BRHS Warrior Varsity Girls Basketball Team, winners of the ‘22 
Seahawk Classic Tournament. Photo submitted by Kendal Herron.



JV basketball teams play in the VFW 
Tournament 
by Warrior Weekly Staff and Lauren Cedars

This past weekend the Warrior Dome was busy 
with basketball. The JV Warrior boys and girls teams  
invited Bristol Bay Angels, Aniak Halfbreeds, Scammon 
Bay Eagles, Kalskag Grizzlies, and the Chevak Comets 
to play in the 2022 VFW invitational basketball 
tournament.

Scammon Bay boys and girls teams won, but all 
of the teams gave it their all. See the results in the 
brackets.

Lauren Cedars said, “The game against Bristol 
Bay stands out the most because it was really close, and 
we showed great teamwork.  It was a fun game. We had a 
big and loud BRHS crowd cheering for us.”

Amanda Isaac said, “One of Akiachak’s players 
happened to pass to the player I was guarding.  I stepped 
in and blocked that pass, then dribbled the ball up the 
court for a layup.  I missed, but felt proud anyway.”

What is going on in Cheer
by Kiley Twito

In cheer the cheerleading squad has been 
waking up early in the morning for the past week to 
practice their dance routine for competition. This 
weekend the cheerleaders are in Valdez to cheer on the 
BRHS Warrior basketball teams. The Bethel cheer 
squad has improved a lot this past season.
          They did great cheering for the boys and girls 
team on Thursday morning. They are going to perform 
their dance routine for the first time on Friday during 
half time. 


